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SUBJECT: GELB ARTICLE ON US FORCES TAIWAN 

1. EOLLOWING IS CONTINGENCY GUIDANCE PROVIDED DEPART- 
MENT'S SPOKESMAN ON GELB ARTICLE WHICH WE UNDERSTAND WILL 
BE PUBLISHED MAY 17. WE WILL CABLE TEXT OF ARTICLE 
AND SPOKESMAN'S ACTUAL RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS AS SOON AS 
AVAILABLE. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE GELB ARTICLE IN THE 
NEW YORK TIMES ON THE WITHDRAWAL OE US AIR FORCE UNITS 
FROM TAIWAN: 

A: GELB'S DESCRIPTION OF OUR NOVEMBER 1972 ARRANGE- 
MENT WITH THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA IS GENERALLY ACCURATE. 

THE ROC LOANED US AIRCRAFT FOR TRANSFER TO VIETNAM. 

WE IN TURN STATIONED US AIR EORCE UNITS ON TAIWAN TO FILL 
THE TEMPORARY AIR DEFENSE GAP CREATED BY THE DEPLOY- 
MENT OF THOSE AIRCRAFT TO VIETNAM. THE ARRANGEMENT WAS 
THAT WHEN THE LOANED AIRCRAFT COULD BE RETURNED OR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 102537 

REPLACED, THE US F-4 AIRCRAFT ON TAIWAN WOULD NO LONGER 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


BE NEEDED AND WOULD BE WITHDRAWN- THAT WAS OUR UNDER- 
STANDING THEN AND THAT IS OUR INTENTION NOW. I HAVE NO 
COMMENT ON WHEN THESE MOVEMENTS MAY TAKE PLACE. 

Q: ARE THESE AIR EORCE UNITS THE ONLY US COMBAT EORCES 
ON TAIWAN? 

A: WHEN WE REPLACE THE AIRCRAET WE BORROWED AND WITH- 
DRAW THE E-4'S, THERE WILL BE NO US COMBAT UNITS ON 
TAIWAN. 

Q: IS THIS MOVE DESIGNED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH 
THE PRC? 

A: WE ARE TALKING ABOUT AN ARRANGEMENT REACHED WITH 
THE ROC IN 1972 TO MEET A SPECIAL AND TEMPORARY NEED. 

OUR GENERAL POSITION ON US DEPLOYMENTS ON TAIWAN 
CONTINUES TO BE THAT OUR EORCE LEVELS ARE KEPT UNDER 
CONTINUING REVIEW AND CHANGES ARE MADE ON THE BASIS 
OE OUR ASSESSMENT OE SECURITY REQUIREMENTS IN THE AREA. 

Q: WHAT IS THE CURRENT LEVEL OE US MILITARY EORCES ON 
TAIWAN? 

A: ABOUT 5,000. RUSH 
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